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Background: Teenagers need knowledge on reproductive health as their insight to grow as adult 
and face the social interaction which gets more open and free. The lack of socialization on 
HIV/AIDS knowledge causes most of Indonesians lack of understanding the transmission of 
HIV/AIDS which leads to the low positive attitude towards HIV/AIDS prevention. Homeless 
children and housewives are the risky group which need special and serious attention. Objectives: 
The aims to reveal the correlation between HIV/AIDS knowledge and preventive attitude. 
Methode: The study used descriptive analytical correlational with cross sectional time approach. 
The data collection technique used questionnaire on homeless children‘s knowledge level and 
HIV/AIDS preventive attitude. The subjects of the study were 35 respondents. The analysis 
technique used Kendall‟s-Tau. Result: The study result shows that the knowledge level of 
HIV/AIDS in homeless children at the Girlan Nusantara Halfway House of Sleman Yogyakarta is in 
the category of sufficient that is 88,6%. Meanwhile, the attitude towards HIV/AIDS prevention is 
mostly in sufficient category that is 80%. This study revealed that there is a correlation between 
HIV/AIDS and preventive attitude in homeless children at the Girlan Nusantara halfway house of 
Sleman Yogyakarta viewed from Kendall‟s-Tau value of 0,751 and asym.sig (2-tailed) of 0,000. 
Conclusion: There is a significant correlation between HIV/AIDS knowledge and preventive 
attitude in homeless children at the Girlan Nusantara halfway house of Sleman Yogyakarta in 2015. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 
The human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) infects cells of the immune system, destroying or 
impairing their function. Infection with the virus results in progressive deterioration of the immune 
system, leading to "immune deficiency." The immune system is considered deficient when it can no 
longer fulfil its role of fighting infection and disease. Immune function is typically measured by 
CD4 cell count. Immunodeficiency results in increased susceptibility to a wide range of infections 
and diseases that people with healthy immune systems can fight off. The most advanced stage of 
HIV infection is Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome (AIDS), which can take from 2 to 15 years 
to develop depending on the individual. AIDS is defined by the development of certain cancers, 
infections, or other severe clinical manifestations (WHO, 2015).  HIV infects the body with a long 
incubation period (clinic-latent), and it causes the appearance of signs and symptoms of AIDS. HIV 
causes some damages to the immune system and destroy it. This happens by using the DNA of the 
CD4 + lymphocytes and to replicate themselves. In that process, the virus destroys CD4 + D and 
lymphocytes (Nursalam and Kurniawati, 2013) 
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In Indonesia in the quarter of July to September 2014, the number of new HIV infections are 
reported as many as 7,335 cases, the incidence of HIV / AIDS in DIY was ranked 9 out of 33 
provinces in Indonesia. (MOH, 2014). 
The Regulation of the Minister of Health of the Republic of Indonesia Number 21 Year 
2013 Article 6 of the duties and responsibilities of the government in the response to HIV / AIDS 
covering, policies and guidelines in promotive, preventive, regional and global cooperation to 
prevent and combat HIV / AIDS. In this case, the government should play an active role to provide 
appropriate education to the general public about HIV / AIDS. One of the agenda that the 
government should do is to increase public knowledge about HIV / AIDS (Rere, 2012). 
The results of the preliminary study on the knowledge of HIV / AIDS in the halfway house 
of the 10 questions given to seven homeless children, 80% of them have lower knowledge or <55%. 
The incidence of HIV / AIDS in the shelter is still very high, totaling 15 people composed of 12 
men and 3 women, while attitudes towards HIV / AIDS prevention from 7 homeless adolescent who 
are interviewed they have often and had sexual intercourse and not using condoms, they also said 
that they started the sexual intercourse in the age of 8 years for girls and 7 years for boys it is a 
common thing in them. 
2. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
This type of research is quantitative research using correlational analytic descriptive method 
and cross sectional time approach. Independent variable in this research is the level of knowledge 
about HIV / AIDS, while the dependent variable in this study is the attitude towards HIV / AIDS 
prevention. The confounding variables among other talents, interests, experiences, environment. 
The population in this study were all homeless children in Girlan Nusantara halfway house totaling 
35 children. The sampling technique used total sampling of 35 respondents.  
The data collection instruments used the questionnaire enclosed (closed ended), namely the 
answers that have been determined and are not given the opportunity to provide an alternative 
answer to another containing about their knowledge and attitudes towards the prevention of HIV / 
AIDS. The questions about the knowledge are 25 and the questions about the attitude towards the 
prevention are 17. The validity test conducted at the Ahmad Dahlan halfway house using analysis 
Pearson Correlation. There are two questions that are not valid on the knowledge and 3 questions 
invalid on the attitude. The reliability test used  Cronbach‘s Alpha with Alfa Cronbach value  
0.923> 0.444 and in the attitude questionnaire with Cronbach Alfa value 0.929> 0.444 so it is 
reliable. The bivariate data anaysis used nonparametric statistical tests "Kendall-tau. 
3. RESULTS AND  DISCUSSION 
3.1. Characteristic Respondent 
Table 1 shows the percentage frequency distribution of  35 respondent‘s characteristics 
include age, gender, length of stay as well as knowledge and attitudes in the know through a 
detailed questionnaire. 88.6% of respondents having adequate  knowledge about HIV/AIDS and 
80%  have  HIV/AIDS preventive attitudes which is adequate. 
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Table 1. Frequency Distribution of Respondents‟ Characteristics by Age, sex, length of stay, knowledge and 
attitudes 
 
Characteristic Frequency Percentage (%) 
Age   
16 years 8 22.9 
17 years 12 34.2 
18 years 8 22.9 
19 years 7 20 
Sex    
Men  24 68.6 
Women 11 31.4 
Length Of Stay > 3 Months   
>1 year 8 22.9 
>2 years 10 28.6 
>3 years 17 48.6 
Knowledge   
Less 2 5.7 
Adequate 31 88.6 
Good 2 5.7 
HIV/AIDS Preventive 
Attitude 
  
Less 5 14.3 
Adequate 28 80 
Good 2 5.7 
 
3.2. Achievement of Program Outcomes 
The hypothesis test  the correlation between HIV/AIDS knowledge and the HIV/AIDS 
preventive attitude in homeless children at Girlan Nusantara halfway house of  Sleman Yogyakarta 
in 2015 used Kendall's Tau correlation test, while the test summary correlation Kendall's tau can be 
shown in the table below. 
 
Table 2. The Hypothesis Test of  Correlation between the knowledge level of HIV/AIDS Level and the HIV / 
AIDS Preventive Attitude of Homeless Children. 
Knowledge Attitude Total Kendall‟s 
Tau 
Asym. 
Sig 
(2-
tailed) 
Less Adequate Good 
F % F % F % F % 
Less 2 5.7 0 0 0 0 2 5.7 0.751 0.000 
Adequate 3 8.5 28 80 0 0 31 88.5   
Good 0 0 0 0 2 5.7 2 5.7   
Total 5 14.2 28 80 2 5.7 35 100   
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Based on the table, it can be seen that respondents who have sufficient knowledge as many 
as 31 people (88.6%) and respondents who have a tendency of adequate attitude as many as 28 
people (80%). Based on the results of statistical tests Kendall's tau obtained at 0.751 and asym.sig ( 
2-tailed) 0.000. In conclusion there is a correlation between HIV/AIDS knowledge and the 
HIV/AIDS preventive attitude. 
In this study, the majority age of 17 years have sufficient knowledge because age is one the 
determinants of a person who can describe a person‘s maturity physically, psychologically and 
socially. Age affects a person in doing anything, because with age a person will be more mature in 
responding to a case, the emergence of sexual desire occurs in the mid teens are age 16 to 17 years 
(Azwar2009). Kurniati (2012) stated that the older a person is, the better percentage of knowledge 
she/he has. It is because the access to information, knowledge and mobility are still low. The older a 
person is, the more mature she/he thinks. 
Attitude is a general evaluation made of man to himself, other people, objects or issues 
(Petty & Cacioppo, 1986 in Anwar, 2009). Attitude is a reaction or response which is still closed to 
a stimulus or object. (Notoatmodjo 2007) . Based on the results, it is revealed that 35 homeless 
children with attitudes towards HIV / AIDS prevention at most categories adequate as much as 80% 
(28 respondents). It can be concluded that the attitude of teenagers in the prevention of HIV / AIDS 
is still low, this negative attitude is influenced by the characteristics of the respondents such as age, 
gender and length of stay. 
The adequate attitude of the respondents towards the HIV / AIDS knowledge will have a 
good impact on the prevention of HIV / AIDS, it is consistent with that proposed by Suyanto (2010) 
that the health behavior can be influenced by one's attitude. This is because the attitude is a 
behavior that is hidden so that one's actions will be consistent with the attitude. Before a person has 
the attitude and implement a behavior, there will be the knowledge that underlies the emergence of 
a behavior that is preceded by a change in attitude. This is consistent with the theory advanced by 
Notoatmodjo (2012) that the level of knowledge will affect the attitude of the respondents in the 
prevention of HIV / AIDS. The level of knowledge is the domain for a person to take action up to 
comprehensive phase is shown through correctly interpret the material so that it can apply in the 
real, which means that the respondent is able to read the condition of the HIV / AIDS and how to 
prevent it, so that they can take precautions. 
The results are consistent with the research hypothesis  "There is correlation between 
HIV/AIDS knowledge and the HIV/AIDS preventive attitude in homeless children at Girlan 
Nusantara halfway house of Sleman Yogyakarta in 2015. The results of this study, there is a 
correlation between the knowledge level and preventive attitude so that this is in line with research 
conducted by the Sri Handayani (2009) at SMAN 1 Wedi Klaten with a sample of 64 students that 
there is a correlation between knowledge and attitude of high school about HIV / AIDS. In the 
adequate knowledge, the teenager age category who have maturity in thinking and are able to 
manage the information better should be able to have a good knowledge of all, the age of one factor 
expected to affect the formation of a capabilities and can also be obtained from everyday experience 
supported by knowledge therein. 
Efforts to prevent HIV / AIDS, one of them is to increase the fidelity with spouse (sexual 
intercourse with only one person only) or not having sex before marriage (adultery). In Islam, 
adultery is a disgraceful act and have severe sanctions. In the Al-Quran surah An-Nur Verse 2, 
which says: 
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This means: 
" The woman and the man guilty of illegal sexual intercourse, flog each of them with a 
hundred stripes. Let not pity withhold you in their case, in a punishment prescribed by Allah, if you 
believe in Allah and the Last Day. And let a party of the believers witness their punishment. " 
4. CONCLUSIONS  
There any correlation between HIV/AIDS knowledge and the HIV/AIDS preventive attitude 
in homeless children at Girlan Nusantara halfway house of Sleman Yogyakarta in 2015. The better 
the level of knowledge about HIV / AIDS, the better the attitude of prevention of HIV /AIDS. 
The Government is expected to give further contribution to the prevention and treatment of 
HIV / AIDS among homeless children for example by providing socialization and education about 
reproductive health in homeless adolescent who work closely with the health department, and thus 
it is expected to have an awareness from an early age about the dangers of HIV / AIDS. 
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